
SMITHSON

Jetties are straight and perpendicular to the beach.

Do they have to be straight?

Robert Smithson took objects commonly applied in speci�c functions and 
introduced a diverted expression for them; exposing a new characteristic to 
the object, challenging our attachment to their historical place and 
proposing an alternate scenario for them. 

For each of the works to follow, the artist provides an ANTITHESIS to a 
thesis often commonly experienced and commonly accepted. This
DIALECTICAL THOUGHT is the main connection between Smithson and 
Rakowitz.

THESIS

ANTITHESIS



RAKOWITZ (BIO+CONTEXT)
Born in Great Neck, NY, 1973

Iraqi/Jewish heritage

B. Fine Arts, SUNY, 1995
M.S in Visual Studies, MIT, 1998

Lives and works in Chicago, IL

paraSITE 1998-ongoing
                    Di�erent urban sites in New 
                    York City, Boston and
                    Cambridge MA, and
                    Baltimore MD

Climate Control 2000-2001
                                 MoMA P.S.1

P(LOT): Proposition I 2004 -ongoing
                 Ludwig Museum, Vienna, 2004
                 Trento, Italy, 2005
                 “Beyond Green,” traveling
                 exhibition (2005-08) 

Dan Perjovschi

Sibiu, Romania

Esra Ersen

Istanbul, Turkey

“You sing one of the classical Turkish pieces
and I’ll rap we’ll shock all the women”



CLIMATE CONTROL

HVACsystems serve functional spaces that are occupied by people
 and are often concealed.

Why can’t the system be exposed, and serve the 
space that it occupies?

THESIS SYNTHESIS

ANTITHESIS

An installation at MoMA P.S.1, which does not have a mechanical heating 
system, provides heat only to the one space. The result is an absurd ma-
chine built to maintain itself.



PARASITE
Homeless people should �nd a place to exist out of the view of the public.

Why can’t homelessness be accepted as part of the urban fabric?

THESIS SYNTHESIS

ANTITHESIS

A plastic tent that serves as a portable, temporary shelter for homeless people, in�ated by any vent on 
a building’s exterior.



Why can’t parking spaces be  “rented” for other functions?

(P)LOT : PROPOSITION I
Parking spots are for cars. Small tents disguised as cars allow for activities like reading and relaxing

while “parked” on the street.

THESIS SYNTHESIS

ANTITHESIS
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